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Thank you for your note and for your gifts for the children. We are grateful

to you for what you do for them. We all had a good Easter and what was just

an excellent Holy Week here at 5t. Mark's =« chapel filled every day for worship
and a wonderful experience. Our new choral director is outstanding.

As I'm sure you are aware, ®elings here run deep, all too deep, over what John
did here in Upland among the few who know. I John was culpalle, 1 as the
Rector here was responsibie, dand I did not discharge my responsibility well.
The & . of course, are the most deeply wounded, and what happened has
heen particularly damaging to Q.. I have sought to cool animosities and
hostile feaelings over what could well have been and could still become a
pubtic scandal here which, I believe, could cost me my job., I'm trying to be
responsible over the situation, and need to ask you to do likewise. Every

time you phone 3 or write the L » a11 the old wounds are opened,

© 2 comes to see me, and we nesd to rehearse again wheve we've been and

where we are going. The same is fo a lesser extent true of Joan, and lesser yet
of me, when you write us or the girls, and so I understand " . deep sadness
and anquish. We a11, I belfeve, understand that you were more victim than
anything else of John's aberrant behavior and I, at least, am full of sorrow
and Tove, not Biame, for you in your part through it all. We do not hold

you culpable, but only responsible for the future as far as we are concernad.
You can best discharge yosr responsibility by desisting from coming into
Upland, whare your very presence very much threatens me and whara questions
would be raised and all hell break leose in this parish, and by desisting from
correspondence with the folks invelved.

This is a very difficult Tetter for me to write, as I know it will be hard

for you to receive, and I do not want to hurt you any more than you've been
hurt already. I would not have written it if you were pot planning to come
here this weekend. I hope that you will, for my sake and the (Y ,
undarstand why things must be as they must and that you will be wilfing o

go along with us. What remains divided and sadly fmperfect here will be made
whole and brought to 1ts perfection 1n heaven, where real reconciliation will
he made possible for us all. I believe that, and 11ve these days by that faith.

i .
I love you f’
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1554 Shelly Aveoue
Upland, California 91766

April 25, 1973

Dear Magelie:

It was good to see you, however triefly, last weekand. You look =0
good and yeu and Hon seem to he good for each other &nd bappy. I am'
glad Ffor both of you in your marriagea.

Your letter had cpome on Friday and wac here when I got home after

Dloy Illowaa. T owe you some reaponse to it;, and probably aome

apology for my letter. I knew that 1t would hurt you, didn't want

to do that, but dldn't know what else to do., Paranola means watchfulness,
and i= a good thing, If I had had my eyes open, been less nalve

and trustworthy, been looking around nore and ever more watehful

when John was here in Upland, all hell would net have hroken loome

or nearly &o & year ago for me here, Do you know that once Juhn

aame from Santa Barhava inte Ipland, apparently to see '
never teld me, bBut was ceen in his aar and T got guestions about 14

at my office, How do I answer these questions without hurting

him, you, us, z;;‘ 3 7 I am probably overly parancld now,

put I sure wemn't for a number of years and albowed mysell Lo be
deceived and a hugs deceptlon to occur among the folks I'h supposed
to pastor, I don't kmow now where to draw the line.

Thi reason L wrote should have been explained in my letter. 2L had
some o me and toid me that you ilntended to comm +a sbureh an Sunday.
I just couldn’t deal with all the questicns rajsed by that. The

i have been Yery forgiving to me afier initially lashing out

and blaming we fur covering up sverything, A yoar ags 2. threatened
legal actisn against John, and if it weren't for the fact that it
would have scandalized | | , she might have gone ahead with 1t, .
She told me last week that her feelines are not better now, bhut decper.
I thick that time will heal it all, and that once [ gats gut
on her owWn and succeeds . . fears of John have irreparably hurt hex
will subside, Jean and I love: & % A , and we heve grown cleser
rathar than further apart in the last few mooths -~ only because they
have been forglving and understanding of ws, for which g we are
thankful, We dq net want to jeopardize thet relatlonship. For do T
want them hurt any more or the seandal to expiode., I wish thai the
past were past here, but it lan't yet, and It'll take time. That's
what I was trying to say in the lettier,

Maggie, I tried to say in the latter that I den't beld you culpable,
and I meagt that. In no way do I think that you are et a geod or
16Ving persot. Or 8 good Chrlstlan. You sre and you Inow 1t and we
know it. DPleass believe that from me.

I~ victivy
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T'm not sure that this letter helps, but I hope sc. T have a leng
vay to ge yet before I'll understand what heppened and get 1t
together again with John ~- I hope that that ls possible by Ged's
graoe, 1f not for Jehn's sake, 8t least for mine apd for my parents,
who are gick utte death with what has bappened, That should he

a firet order of priority for me snd I should be about it, 1f T

kKnew how,

Please write again, Magzle. Joan jolns me in sending her love,

Sincerely,
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Septemnber 29, 1595
Dear Maggie:

I received your letrer only yesterday, exactly a month after ip
was posted to Atlanta, and for not responding sarlier I apologize.,
I waz not called to St. Stephen's, as I am sure you are aware by
now, and I accepted tha position in Cambridge, and left Atlanta
for here before your letter arrived. Joan had been collecting my
mail in 2 bundle, and the bundle arrived Monday. This afterncon
is the first CPROrtunity I have had to sit down and respond to it.
You might well have begun to wonder if I would EVver answer it, and

for that I am sorry.

¥

1 think that you know that T have, deo now, and brobably always
ghall griave for YOU and John, for whatsoever pain and diffiouliy
yYou had during or afcer your Marrisge, for your diveorca, which I
sought very hard to gtop, cppose, and raverse, apnd for all of us
whose lives you teuched and who were, like yYou, hurt in one way
Or another by all that happeneg, especially those hurt by John's
inexcusable, indefensible, unprofessional, and sinful behavior,
The events of thocae days made up, if not rpe saddest, then just
about the saddagt of my own persopal life, as I thinpk you know.
It has taken all these Pasl years for me to rebuild any kind of
a2 fraternal relationsnip with John, and he with the rest of rhe
family, There ig still 2 long way to go, but I am grateful that
in the past few nonths  there has beean  seme measure  OF
reconciliation between him and me, which I, rightly or wrongly,
attribute in part ta Ehe fact thac through my inveluncary
termination from a8t . Luke's, Atlanta, I have heen knacked off my
eccleciagtical pedestal and deo not for him pose besides Dad yat
another family ecclesiastica)l figure against whem to be waighed
O comparad or judged -- nob char Che comparisons ware negessarily

unfavorable rs JoBn.

Ae for your relacionship with Joan and me, and ours with you, I
think that we have agsumed that it has been gatisfactory to all
concerned, thut ie has bhean cordial and friendly anad caring, that
amidst the busy-ness of our lives we have tried, however
inadequately, o keep abreast of news of each other, and that,
alsQ, we all have had feparates lives top lead, and you a different
marriage and family. We have Sought to forgive the pasgt, to let
go of yesterday, and to get on with life, and I guees than with
your marriage and family and move to Minneapolis, we have assumed

}- Victhaa
2- vietjm's rnather
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